


























Mass Stewards Enrich our Liturgy

13,000 parishioners during the course of each week. It takes many Communion

ministers, choir members, altar servers, ushers, children’s liturgy of the word leaders
and sacristans to support the worship life of a parish of our size. Our ministers volunteer
their time, talent and spirit to serve as stewards of the liturgy, greatly adding to the
spiritual enrichment of all who attend mass.

If you have never served as a liturgical minister, we invite you to consider the possibility.
The rewards of serving are great and include opportunities for spiritual growth as well as
the experience of being part of a wonderful community. Watch the bulletin or our parish
website for upcoming training dates for liturgical ministries. For information about our
choirs, contact our music director, Jennifer Budziak at jennifer@stjohnofthecross.org.

At six weekend and nine weekday liturgies, St. John of the Cross Church welcomes its

Vital Statistics 2008-2009

Baptisms: 108

First Communions: 174
Confirmations: 233
Marriages: 24
Funerals: 61

Total Households: 3,867

Spirituality Beyond the Mass

spirituality through prayer and worship outside of Mass: Small group meditation,
Sunday & Little Rock scripture study, Bible sharing, retreats, individual spiritual
direction, weekly Eucharistic Adoration, weekly Spiritual Journaling and daily Rosary.

O ur Center for Spirituality & Care offers parishioners various chances to deepen their

In addition, two support groups help parishioners through difficult times: the Season of
Hope bereavement group meets in February and October and the Divorced Catholic: Now
What? group meets every other Friday evening. The Center is fairly new, started last year
under the direction of Marianne Firlit. Marianne also coordinates our parish response to
the sick and dying through home and hospital visits.

Thank you to parishioner Denise Pozen for the photos she contributed to this report.
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Parish School

Crossroads
Calendar
Roge Nov. 19-22: NCYC trip for five teens & 2
adults

OGDS Sunday Nov. 22: Home Groups Meet
Sunday Dec. 6: CR advisory Meets
Home Groups Meet—Sophomore
service project
Sunday Dec. 13: Home Groups Meet

Teen Reflection

Written by a teen for teens

During his homily at this year’s Harvest Saturday
Mass, Father Dave posed a question that really hit
me. “What is the longest period of time you have
ever gone without food?”

Sitting on the floor in the Parish Center,
surrounded by hundreds of boxes waiting to be
filed and numerous bodies ready to be put to
work, | realized that never in my life have | gone a
day without food. Never have | had a doubt about
there being a dinner on the table; never has my
family struggled to keep the pantry filled.

Thinking about this made me realize the true
importance of Harvest Saturday. Amidst the
chaos of food sorting and box packing, | briefly
paused to take in all of the activity that surrounded
me. Seeing the Parish Center filled with people
willing to get up early on a Saturday morning and
spend a few hours working toward a completely
selfless goal really made me proud to be a
parishioner of St. John of the Cross.

Thanks to the efforts of everyone that contributed
to Harvest Saturday—whether by volunteering to
work or simply by placing a few food items on their
doorsteps—many deserving families will truly have
something to be thankful for this Thanksgiving.

~Emily Parkinson ‘10

SJC Students Participate in Speech Competition

More than 100 students participate in the SJC
Speech Club—an opportunity for 6th through 8th
grade students to gain comfort, confidence and
expertise in public speaking. At the Speech Club
Competition on November 12, students presented 5-
9 minute selections from literature. Several SJC
students also participated in the Fenwick Speech
Contest. Six of our students received 3rd through
6th place honors at this competitive event.
Congratulations for a job well done!

SJC Students Honor Veterans

St. John of the Cross School students, faculty and
families gathered on Wednesday, November 11th to
honor our veterans. The SJC Student Council invited
veterans from our community to an all school
Veteran’s Day Mass. Veterans are often included in
our morning school and classroom prayers, and the
Student Council decided that celebrating Mass
would be a poignant way to observe Veteran’s Day.
At the liturgy, students observed the 70th
anniversary of the beginning of World War Il by
listening to a speech by 8th grader Mimi Schneider.
Thank you to all of our veterans.

Attention all SJC Alumni!

We are making plans for the School's Golden
Anniversary in 2011-2012! Do you have old
uniforms, report cards, or class assignments? How
about first day of school, communion and memorial
games photos? Please share your photos, stories,
and memorabilia! Contact Mary Hogan, at
Hogan@sjcross.org.

This Week at SJC
November 25--All School Liturgy 9:15 a.m., Church

Thanksgiving Break begins 12 noon
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The HIN1 Influenza
What You Need to Know

The following directives
were prepared by the
Archdiocese of Chicago’s
Office for Divine Worship
in November 2009 and
are currently in effect.

Now that the traditional

flu season is here, and with this year’s added concerns of
the HIN1 (Swine Flu) virus, the Archdiocesan Emergency
Preparedness Committee is monitoring the local situation.
If the situation becomes more acute in the Chicagoland
area, guidelines will be issued in regard to the celebration
of the Liturgy as well as other areas of parish life.

It is important to practice good hygiene and to remember
good common sense. All of us would do well to remember
that frequent cleansing of the hands, either with soap and
water or with an alcohol based anti-bacterial solution,
combats the spread or contraction of the flu. This is
especially important for those who minister Holy
Communion during the celebration of the Eucharist.
Ordinary and Extraordinary Ministers should make an
effort to clean their hands, discreetly, before and after
distributing Holy Communion. An anti-bacterial solution
makes this process very easy to do.

Those with flu or cold symptoms should especially act
responsibly. Refraining from taking Holy Communion
from the Chalice, sharing the sign of peace with a simple
nod of the head and the verbal exchange of Christ’s peace
instead of shaking hands, and avoiding close contact with
others will go a long way in helping prevent others from
catching the same illness. Others should not interpret this
as an affront, but simply that the person who chooses not
to extend a hand is taking precautions.

All Catholics should exercise prudence while participating
in the celebration of the Eucharist. Anyone suffering from
the flu should stay home. Remember that the Mass is
televised for those who are homebound every Sunday on
WCIU Channel 26 at 7:30am.

The Bishops of the United States have posted 10 questions
and answers regarding the Swine Flu and Liturgy on their
website. View it at: www.usccb.org/liturgy/
swineflu.shtml.

The Archdiocese Emergency Preparedness Committee
will continue to monitor the situation and will modify or
add to these guidelines as needed. Local information and
updates can be found on the Archdiocesan webpage,
www.archchicago.org/hinl/.

CCHD Collection

These days it is not hard to imagine having to
choose between rent or health care, food or
transportation, household bills or clothing for your
children. For many Americans, these choices are
forced by a recent layoff, pay freeze, or retirement
fund decrease. For 37 million Americans who live
below the poverty line, the options are only
diminishing. The Catholic Campaign for Human
Development (CCHD) makes a difference in low-
income communities by funding programs that
address the root causes of poverty. More than ever,
CCHD needs your support in today’s Collection.
Thank you for your generosity.

ADVENT SERVICE
OF
LESSONS AND CAROLS

WITH THE

PARISH CHOIR OF
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS

JENNIFER KERR BUDZIAK,
DIRECTOR
KELLY DOBBS MICKUS, ORGANIST

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS CHURCH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

7:00PM
YC Class Calendar
through December 2009
Preschool: Nov 21 Dec 19
Grades K,1,2: Nov 15 Dec 6,13
Grades 3,4, 5: Nov 16, 30 Dec 7,14
Grades 6 -8 &
Special Needs: Dec 6,13

Family Faith FFC: Nov 21
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Spirituality & Care

“The Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us.”
John 1:14

We invite you to take some time from the
“busy-ness” of the season to prepare your heart
for His coming.

Morning of
Meditation

The morning will begin with
hospitality and will include
presentations by

Sr. Josephine O’Brien, IBVM and
Liz Skrodzki
Periods of meditation
Time for sharing
All are invited: Those who meditate, those who want

to learn to meditate, and those who want to know
more about meditation.

Saturday, December 5, 2009
8:830am to 11-30am
St. John of the Cross Parish Center
5005 South Wolf Road, Western Springs

Sponsored by the Christian Meditation group.

Freewill offering accepted.

Reservations are requested but not required.
Contact: Mary Novotny — 708-246-5108 or
maryl05105@gmail.com
Betsy Spiering — 708-246-8315 or

weemchgo@gmail.com

St. John of the Cross
5005 S. Wolf Road

Western Springs, IL 60558
708-246-4404
www.stjohnofthecross.org

Pastoral Staff

Pastor
Rev. David P. Dowdle

Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Joseph F. McDonnell
Associate Pastor/Director of Worship
Rev. Kenneth ]. Baker
Associate Pastor

Rev. Darrio L. Boscutti

Office Manager

Theresa Marousek

Director of Music Ministries
Jennifer Kerr Budziak

Director of Spirituality and Care
Marianne Firlit

Finance Manager

Marguerite Chrusciel

Parish School Principal

Kathleen Gorman

Plant Manager

Frank DiPompeo

Director of Youth Ministry
Katie Hayes

Director of Youth Catechesis K-8
Janet Caschetta

Outreach Ministry Coordinator
Bill Bright

Parish Staff
Marilyn Alberts, Secretary, Wedding Coordinator
Christina Turlek, Secretary, Financial Assistant
Shirley Rozsypal, Secretary, Baptism Coordinator

Deacons
Tom McGorey
Joe Pepitone
John Schopp

Welcome New Parishioners
Please call to register
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Catholics Come Home:
Chicago Style Evangelization

Many parishes in the Archdiocese
of Chicago have tried to find
effective ways to reach out to
“inactive” Catholics. This year there
is an evangelization effort that will support those
efforts through a media campaign called Catholics
Come Home. The Archdiocese of Chicago and the
Dioceses of Joliet and Rockford have joined
together in this evangelization effort and funded
commercials to be shown on all major networks:
ABC, NBC, CBS, WGN, FOX, cable stations,
Univision, Telemundo, Polsat and Polvision.

The centerpiece of this evangelization effort is a
commercial titled “Epic” that has been translated
into English, Spanish and Polish. This commercial
has won multiple awards including a 2008 Telly
Award for Top Honors and 2009 Communicator
Award. The commercial campaign will begin on
December 16 and run for five and one-half weeks;
during that time the average TV viewer will see a
Catholics Come Home commercial 13 to 20 times.

The Office for Evangelization has created a
webpage devoted to Catholics Come Home. This is
the place to see a truly “Chicago” look of the media
campaign and to find facts, photos and resources
specifically for parishes in the Archdiocese:
www.CatholicsComeHomeCHICAGO.org

Help Welcome Returning Catholics

St. John of the Cross is forming a Welcoming Team
for the Catholics Come Home campaign December
16 — January 24. Members of this team will be on
hand after each mass to serve as a friendly face to
those interested in renewing their Catholicism and
follow up with those who have signed the Welcome
Home list. The team’s role is not to provide
counseling or answer questions and concerns, but
to encourage people to follow-through with the
appropriate resources; training will be provided. If
you are interested in volunteering for this
Welcoming Team, please contact Deacon John
Schopp at: 708-516-5690 or
John.Schopp@sbcglobal.net.

Please join the Women’s Club of St. John
of the Cross
for Advent by Candlelight
Wednesday
December 2, 2009

7:00 -10:00pm

Guest Speaker Judy Logue from the Catholic
Theological Union on keeping the true meaning of
Christmas alive in our families during this Advent

and Christmas season.

Please RSVP by November 25th
Name's)

Phone Number:

Email:

Special Seating Request:

Please Mail Your RSVP(s) and $5 per person to
Karen Ziemba

3019 Mayfair Avenue

Westchester, IL 60154

708-223-0577

SJC “Saintly” Seniors

A Pre-Christmas Celebration
Luncheon and Program

Friday, December 4, 11:30am-2pm, Parish Center
Costs: Members $14, Guests $19
Deadline: November 30

Please send your name, the number
in your party, your phone number and
check to:

St. John of the Cross Parish

5005 S. Wolf Rd.

Western Springs, IL 60558

Memories Make the Best Gifts! - SJC Day at FODEQO

Dust off old shoeboxes and albums of videotapes (all formats), reel-to-reel film and slides/photos/negatives and
transfer them to DVD. 15% of all sales on Wednesday, December 2, 10am-6pm will be donated to SJC
Parish School. Fodeo is located at 6504 Joliet, Countryside, 708-579-1360 / www.fodeo.net. Stocking stuffers
and other photo gifts: Fodeo Flip peel and stick photo frames, Fodeo montage packages photo gifts, stainless
steel water bottles, mugs, calendars, bags and T-shirts. Fodeo currently donates 10% through Manna. Because
of the higher percentage on December 5 Manna cannot be used with this promotion.




Lord Hear Our Prayer

Pray for our Sick

Greg Balppolasha
Mary Ellen Cassano
Margaret Christodolis

Joe Cosgrove
Justin Donnelly
Margaret Dorigan
Bill Elke
Andy Frech
Patricia O'Toole Frett
David Girilli
Kathy Harrison
Addison Haughian
Sandy Horvath
Allison Huff
Karen Hult
Lori Jessie
Ben Johnson
Loucine Kassis
Fred Kosch
Emily Kranz
Mary Krause
Linda Lowry
Susan Lowry
Joan Lucky

Edward Luke
Paula Majercikova
Therese Matusik
Ruth Medinger
Peggy Niesen
Lana Ognibene
Greg Palaschak
Deacon Pablo Perez
Patricia Polito
Rick Reimer
Violet Rothwell
Lorraine Rychlewski
Fabian Saldana
Donald Scherer
Anthony Shafranski
Stewart Silver
David Snyder
Pat Swain
Joyce Tischler
Judy Vaile
Jacqué Walsh
Lynn Waszak

Francesca Principe-Wegner

Stanley Ziemba
Regina Zientek

Mass Intentions

Monday, November 23, St. Clement

6:30 Mary Conley; Joseph Kapsar

7:45 Bruno Shukis; Souls in Purgatory
Tuesday, November 24, St. Andrew Dung-Lac

6:30 Purgatorial

7:45 Joseph Piszczor; Joanna Misantoni Vesper
Wednesday, November 25, St. Catherine of Alexandria

6:30 Amy Morrissey; Edward H. Calliton, I11

7:45 Franklin Smith; Bernice Szeszol
Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving Day

9:30 David V. Yu; Barbara Bansley
Friday, November 27

7:45 Don McAuliffe; Frances Potempa
Saturday, November 28

8:00 Deceased members of school families

Dr. Charles Baran

5:00 Frank & Anne Swiatek; Patrick Grogan
Sunday, November 29, First Sunday of Advent

7:30 Joseph Frank; Bruno Shukis

9:00 Charles & Anna Ward; Shawn Steffen

10:45 Marie Capellani; Barbra Bansley
12:15 Richard Manion; Michael C.J. Kaminski

Eternal Rest Grant unto These, O Lord

Leona Curek, sister of Ron Lipinski
Raymond Sarno, husband of Janet and
father of Anthony and Renee

This year there will be one Mass on
November 26th
Thanksgiving Day, 9:30am

Please consider beginning this holiday
by gathering with your parish family to
give thanks to God for the many
blessings in our lives.

Baptisms

Ana Beatris, daughter of
Marcelo & Kathryn (Tomaszewski) Azevedo
Olivia Ann, daughter of
Philip & Jaclyn (Bacci) DelLong
John Joseph, son of
John & Lindsey (Furlong) Hemmesch
Anna Victoria, Elizabeth Kristine and
Katherine Maxine, daughters of
John and Laura (Szczepanski) Scudder

Readings for the Week

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday:  Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Lk
21:12-19

Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Lk 21:20-28

Thanksgiving Day—Suggested:
Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19

Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33
Saturday: Dn 7:15-27; Lk 21:34-36
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25; 1 Thes 3:12 — 4:2;

Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Upcoming Weddings of Parishioners

Kristine Vilimas & Christian Dusberger

St. John of the Cross would be honored if you
would consider remembering
the parish in your estate planning.

Thank you.
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CHURCH NAME & NUMBER —
Saint John of the Cross #9239

ADDRESS —
5005 S. Wolf Road
Western Springs, IL 60558

PHONE —
708-246-4404

CONTACT PERSON —
Shirley

SOFTWARE —
Microsoft Publisher 2003
Adobe Acrobat 6.0
Windows XP Professional
HP Scanjet 6200C

PRINTER —HP Laser Jet 6P
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT —
Cover through

SUNDAY DATE OF BULLETIN — 11/22/09

speciaL INsTrRucTiOns — Please put Share Christmas on back
cover. Thank you.



* SHARE CHRISTMAS 2009

The Share Christmas experience at St. John of the Cross Parish is a strong and
beautiful tradition. If you are not already familiar with it, come join in the fun
and joy of making someone else’s Christmas special. Your experience is sure to
make an indelible mark on your heart and a difference in your perspective of
the holiday season.

Where do our gifts go?

The gifts and food that you provide through Share Christmas are delivered to
the following grateful recipients in the Chicago area: Blessed Sacrament
Church, Our Lady of Good Counsel, Santa Maria Addolorata, St. Ethelreda,
St. Mark, St. Thaddeus, St. Thomas of Canterbury, Little Brothers Friend of
the Elderly and families within our parish community.

I Sign Up Dates

You can sign up for Share Christmas in the church vestibule after all Saturday
and Sunday Masses on November 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29 and December 5 & 6, as well as on
Thanksgiving Day.

What can I buy?

When you sign up, you can choose to provide:

- An unwrapped gift for a child (infant to 18 years old), a homebound person, or senior citizen
- A food card from Jewel or Dominick’s for a Christmas meal

- Gift cards for families from Sears, Wal-Mart, Kohl’s, Target, or Penny’s

- Food and gift cards for a Christmas meal and presents for a family

Please note that when we provide gift cards for our recipient families, we allow them to select sizes and
colors that more closely meet their personal needs. Likewise, providing food cards allows them to
choose foods based on their ethnicity, family preferences and health/allergy concerns. Whether you
choose to provide a store bought individual gift, or a gift or food card, know that your generosity will
make all the difference in Christmas for our grateful recipients.

When can I deliver my qifts?

Drop off Days are Thursday and Friday December 10 and 11 between 2:00pm and 7:00pm at the
Parish Center. On Saturday December 12, volunteers will load the trucks and deliver gifts to the
parishes. Many hands are needed to help organize the gifts before they are loaded on trucks. If you can
help on December 11 or 12, please contact Pam or Jackie (below)!!

Who can I contact with questions or to volunteer my time?
Pam Codilis (kape6@aol.com or 630-662-0711) and Jackie Colando (jackiecolando@yahoo.com or
630-662-9166).

Find us ready Lord...not standing still. Find us working and loving and doing your will. Find us ready
Lord...faithful in love and building the kingdom that's here and above!




